
Minutes of the meeting of Barton St David Parish Council held on 22 Aug 2011

Present., Chairman Mr Jarvis., Mr Lee ., Mrs. C. Porter., Mrs. J. Kerswell., Mrs. G. Wilks
In Attendance   .  Mr Calvert
Apologies for absence. Mr Zouche  Mr. S. Cabble Mrs. J. Powell
Declaration of Interest. Mrs Porter (Football Club request)
Public. 15 of the public attended
Minutes.

The minutes for July having been distributed were taken as read and approved and signed. 

Matters Arising. 

1.  A report from Mr Zouche concerning the repairs to Tootle bridge. The Council were in receipt of several Emails from Mr Zouche and the Highways Department. The Highways plan was now to complete repairs to the bridge and the adjustment of the angle of the approach roads. This reconstruction will result in the complete closure of the road while work is completed.
Public Discussion. 
There were questions on the Planning Application for the Affordable Housing Project. The Chairman decided that it would be easier at this stage to give a statement on what the Parish Councils reply will be to the Planning Authority in advance of Planning on the Agenda.  The resolution was that this reply should be sent to the Planning Department.

Planning Application 11/02608/FUL – Affordable Housing at Barton St David – Observations from the Parish Council – 27th August 2011

Generally, Barton St David Parish Council is pleased with the work done by Raglan and their architect to produce an imaginative and well thought-out scheme to fit in well with the village but there are several aspects of the application that the PC, in consultation with the village, feels should be amended before giving the application full support.

Section 106 Agreement
It was made clear at the start that the PC was prepared only to enter into the process of identification of an exception site for the sole purpose of providing affordable homes for people with close local ties to the village. The PC considers a Section 106 agreement to be a crucial part of the application and, at the moment, it does not appear to be present. The wording of the 106 needs to be agreed with the PC and to be in place before the application is approved. The PC understands that without a 106 agreement, permission cannot be implemented, hence, no S106 = no Planning permission.
Parking, Mill Road,  the boundary hedge and the Community Garden

Mill Road is narrow and congested. Occupants of existing houses already park their cars on the roadside. No extra parking whatsoever must be encouraged on Mill Road. Parking concerns already exist near the Pub; we must not create more problems in Mill Road. 

The overwhelming feeling of villagers who commented on this application was that the existing boundary hedge should remain where it is. It is of considerable age, characteristic of the approaches to the village and species-rich. The PC requests that the hedge remain in place but that it should be “layed” to tidy and thicken it.  We would prefer the hedge to be reduced in height and for the footpath to run 
behind it. The visual effect of the front elevations would be maintained but there would be no pedestrian or car access onto Mill Road, discouraging any parking on the side of the road. Within the site, parking for plots 8, 9 and 10 would have to be replaced. However, if plot 11 was moved back into the “community garden” area with its garden adjacent to plots 12 and 13, parking spaces could then be created for 8, 9 and 10. Also additional parking could be provided for visitors or utility vehicles. 

If plot 11 is moved, and the community space reduced in size, a buffer zone would still be provided for Century Cottage. The space would be manageable and it could be maintained if the area was gifted to the PC. It is assumed that Raglan would remain responsible for the landscaping and maintenance of the rest of the site.

Bus stop and courtesy crossing on High Lane

It is essential that there should be a pull-in for buses on the south side of High Lane. This is a safety issue as drivers of vehicles proceeding south and vehicles exiting the new site would find it difficult to see traffic proceeding north along High Lane.

Unless a speed limit can be imposed the courtesy crossing is considered to be unsafe because it could create a false sense of security, particularly for children. Although this is possibly the fastest stretch of road in the village, it offers good visibility for drivers going at a moderate speed.

Surface water, sewage and lighting

There have been flooding problems, particularly at Century Cottage and further down Mill Road, and also issues about sewage disposal. The PC needs written confirmation that these problems will not be exacerbated by this development. There should be no light pollution from the finished site.

Materials and finishes

The elevations on the plans give brief details of the materials and finishes but the PC needs to see these in greater detail before agreeing to them and before work commences.

Construction

Details of how the site is to be managed to keep disruption to a minimum during construction needs to be specified.

 Finally

If this proposal for homes on a prominent site in the centre of the village is permitted, it will be the most significant development since a considerable number of houses were built on farm land near the playing field and Church. 

Affordable homes, specifically for those with close local ties who wish to live in and contribute to the future development of the village, have been needed for many years. Building on this scale in a small village can only be justified if every possible step is taken to ensure that the local prospective tenants are actually able to qualify for the housing and are likely to be successful in their applications. Providing this is made completely clear through the imposition of a suitable Section 106 agreement, and with the above suggestions being accepted, the Parish Council wishes to support this application.

Rob Jarvis

Chairman

The Resolution was Proposed Seconded and Approved. Mrs. Porter Abstained.

With the approval of the Parish Council Mrs Powell sent the above reply to the Planning Department

a. There a few questions which the Chairman answered. Most covered ground which had been covered in Parish Meetings over the last couple of years. There was considerable agreement over the points concerning the 106 agreement and the retaining of the hedge on Mill Road.

b. Mrs Porter gave some information concerning the provision of a container and the positioning of the Parish Defibulator. Information was still being gathered but the cost was likely to be high.

Planning

PA 11/02103 Agricultural Building at Higher Church Farm. (Just on the outside of Barton St David Parish Council land.) The Parish Council had no objections to this application.
Correspondence
1. Letter The Queen’s Diamond Jubilee. Distributed and passed to V.H. Committee.
 2. Email Tootle Bridge.

3. Email Tootle Bridge 2.

4. Email Somerset Community Foundation Grants. Passed to VH Committee

5. Letter Donald Clarke. Distributed.

Email from Leisure Department concerning levy from Raglan from the Leisure Department. The Parish Council had no knowledge if Raglan had known about this and had included it in their ‘costings’. The Parish Council was of the opinion that no extra costs should be added to the project if this would affect the final outcome. The Email had been passed to the Village Hall Committee as it concerned money for Leisure activities. They would make their own reply.

Stocks Green.   Nothing to report. The footpath still needed attention
Administration. All matters delayed about Administration until the Affordable Housing  project was completed.
Financial matters. 
There was a Cheque to be signed. The Resolution was that the following cheque be signed
Cheque to Mr Biggs payment  for Half year salary in arrears. (Clerks pay had been frozen for three years ) £545
 The Resolution was proposed Seconded and Approved
AOB    Nil
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