
Minutes of the meeting of Barton St David Parish Council held on 25 July 2011

Present., Chairman Mr Jarvis Mr Lee . Mr. S. Cabble,  , Mrs. C. Porter, Mrs. J. Kerswell Mrs. J. Powell, 

In Attendance   Mr Zouche.  

Apologies for absence. Mrs. G. Wilks. Mr Calvert 

Declaration of Interest. Mrs Porter (Football Club request)
Public. 24 of the public attended. 12 left after the Low Cost housing had been discussed. The remainder stayed to contribute to Parish Council business matters
Minutes.

The minutes for May having been distributed were taken as read and approved and signed. 

Matters Arising.

Public Discussion. Apart from the Low Cost housing there were no other comments.
Planning

PA 11/02608 Affordable Housing. Due to the large amount of public interest in this application The Chairman stated that 
1. There would be time for public comments at this meeting.
2. The Clerk had obtained a delay in the Official reply until the August meeting.

3. There would be time for Public discussion at this meeting.

4. The plans would be on display in the Village Hall on two occasions in the next few days.  All residents of the village would be informed of the dates by a hand delivered leaflet drop.

5. The selection of the site was again raised. It was explained again that the Parish Council had been asked to identify possible sites (the availability to purchase was not considered). 14 sites were identified.

6. These were reduced to 4 possible sites then Raglan with advice from the planners and highways selected the most appropriate one. It should be pointed out that there was never a requirement to build houses in Barton in any of the Somerset Development Plans. The requirement was the result of representations from people in the Parish for Low cost housing for local inhabitants. This was also confirmed by the extensive ‘Parish Plan’ that had been completed.

7. The Planning Application is for the chosen site. The choice of site is not part of the application.

8. The layout of the site has been refined by the planners, highways and a public consultation with the village. Now that there is an official planning application, residents and the parish council have the opportunity to influence the final design.

9. Mrs Powell outlined the Parish Council and local residents’ initial concerns and comments.

10. Comments were needed in writing to the Parish Council and the Planning Department., but it was stressed that they must be on planning matters not personal feelings. This information would be considered when the PARISH Council considers its official reply.

11. The Parish Council would ensure that the application was covered by a 106 Agreement to ensure that only Local people would occupy the houses

12. From the outset of this project the Parish Council had made it clear that they would have nothing about the application until the ACTUAL planning application was received. The Parish Council would NOT take part in the selection of occupants of the houses. Raglan (the developer) gave the undertaking that they would  fill the house with people from the parish)

Planning Application 11/01683 Hill Farm Jarmany Hill.

The Parish Council considered this application and the Resolution was that it should be recommended. The Resolution was Proposed Seconded and approved.

Correspondence

Copy of Clerks Direct. Distributed

Review of Polling Districts. Distributed Interest only

Email from Highways (2) .a. Road Markings Highways will inspect. b Road Sign Broadclose way in progress. Since replaced.

Email concerning repairs to Tootle Bridge. Delayed because of the requirement to collect further information (Listed building). Many members spoke about the dangerous condition of the bridge and the necessity for either quick action or the closure of the bridge to traffic.
Letters sent to the Chairman by Mr D. Clarke concerning projected purchase of field for village amenity.

It was a decided that this was a private matter between Mr Clarke, the County and the Village Hall. The Parish Council also decided that although they would give moral support to the plan they would not provide any financial backing. They did not feel that the Parish Council should give any long term commitments for future Councils. Letters would be sent to Mr Clarke, Mr Zouche and Mr D. Browne expressing these thoughts.
Mrs Porter gave a statement to the Council concerning the formation of a Football team in the village. She gave details of the funds raised so far and hoped that the Parish Council would be able to support the scheme by a donation. The Council (Mrs Porter having declared an interest) decided that it was a project that they would support. A sum of £100 was decided.
Stocks Green.   Nothing to report. The footpath still needed attention
Administration. All matters delayed about Administration until the Low Cost housing project was completed.
Financial matters. 
There were Cheques to be signed. The Resolution was that the following cheques be signed
Cheque to Moore Stephens £60 for External Audit

Cheque to SALC  120.55 Annual Membership

Cheque to Mr Biggs payment for gratuity gift to Mrs Saunders £18.14 (Free internal audit) 
 Cheque for £100 to Mrs Porter for Football team. The Resolution was that the Parish Council would donate the sum of £100. The Resolution was proposed Seconded and Approved
AOB    Siting of the Parish defibulator. Progress ongoing
Signature……………………………………………… Page No……………………………………… Date…………………………………..
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