Minutes of the meeting of Barton St David Parish Council held on 27 September 2010.

Present: Chairman Mr. R Jarvis,  Mr. G Berry. Mrs. J  Kerswell.. Mr. S Cabble
Apologies. Mr. S. Jackson  .  Mr. D. Browne .Mr. J B Lee. Mrs. J. Powell. Mr P. Bradshaw
In Attendance:.. Mr. J Calvert. Mr. Zouche
Declaration of Interest. Nil

Public Present: 9
Minutes:

1. The Resolution was to approve the Minutes having been previously been distributed.. The Resolution was proposed Seconded and Approved.

Matters arising.

Affordable housing.  There was no firm news at the moment concerning progress. 
Footpaths . Mr Bradshaw was not present but there were favourable comments on his latest activities.

Parish Plan.  An up to date record of the progress was still awaited but the Clerk said that he would produce a short report that could be sent to County.

War Memorial. The Clerk reported that he would pass on the information that he had obtained to Mr Eitzen,. who had already completed some work on the War Memorial and had attended a short Course on War Memorials. He gave a report to the meeting and a request was sent off to the Land Registry department for more information. The Council thanked Mr Eitzen for his work.
Public Discussion.

The Resolution that the meeting return to Open Session was Proposed and Seconded and Carried 
The Chairman read out the final submission that was going to be made to the Planning Department about the field that was to be the area of operations. The Council had visited the site and at the request of the Council the Chairman had completed a lot of research into the mining operation. (See note attached to these minutes). In the opinion of the Council the application should be approved. This would be the reply to the Planning Department.
Chairman’s Statement

Extraction of Blue Lias Building & Walling Stone At Land Forming Part of Westfield
Farm Keinton Mandeville

Statement From Barton St David Parish Council

Planning Application Supporting Statement

The Parish Council have studied this document, it gives a very detailed account of the proposed operation - site, extraction rates, vehicle movements, reinstatement, and landscaping etc. It also contains an ecological report and a flood risk assessment.

Consultant

The Parish Council has been advised that the proposed site contains a small amount of high quality stone continuing on from a disused working. Similar quality is not available in existing quarries; it is to be used primarily for flagstones and restoration work.

Land Owner

The Parish Council have met with the land owner and have visited the site. It is a small working of 1.2 hectares in an isolated position surrounded by hedges. The Parish Council have walked the surrounding roads and footpaths and consider the visual impact to be minimal. The footpath running adjacent to the site will not be affected.
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Quarry Owners

The Chairman has met with the quarry owners, and has visited a similar site where they extract stone by the same method proposed at Keinton Mandeville:

One modern and well maintained slew and low loader, one flat bed lorry, owner/operator extracting from four sites, small amounts from each site as required, traffic movements are minimal.

It was explained how there is a layer of clay between each layer of stone, meaning little effort is required to lift the stone, therefore noise and dust levels are minimal. Also, the machine tracks run on this layer of clay and not stone, reducing noise levels further. Extractions outside daylight hours or in extremely wet conditions are not in the operators interest.

Monitoring Officer

The chairman has met with the monitoring officer who has explained how any planning conditions are strictly enforced e.g. traffic movements, extraction rates, reinstatement etc. It is proposed to set up a community liaison group so that any concerns can be addressed.

Conclusion

Having considered all the above facts, in particular the small scale of the operation, the Parish Council can find no reason to object to the application. However, there are a significant number of people in the Parish who oppose the application and have made representations to the Parish Council and the planners. We ask that these concerns are addressed when the planning application is considered and reflected in any conditions attached to the decision.

Rob Jarvis

Chairman of the Parish Council
The Resolution that the meeting return to Closed Session was Proposed and Seconded and Carried 

Planning

1.  There was the Planning application for the new Quarry mentioned above. PA10/03199/CPO See entry in the public discussion.
2. There was an application for the annex at Walnut cottage to be considered as a separate dwelling. The Council understood that there was a 106 agreement in operation to prevent this. There were claims that as the occupant had been paying Council Tax this was not now in force. The Council would seek more information from Mr Calvert before making a reply to the Planning Authority. A reply would be sent to them stating the situation.
Correspondence
1. Papers from SALC and AGM. (Clerk is planning to attend.) Distributed

2. Somerset County Council’s annual report. Distributed

3. Parish Plan Process Survey Letter. Clerk would submit a short report

4. Consultation paper’ Somerset Building Stones.’ .Distributed.
5. ‘Sort it Plus’ Email informing that the collection of plastic bottles and cardboard will start in the Parish in October.

6. Policy Community award. Mrs Kerswell would fill the form in.

7. Area East Survey. Distributed.

5. Stocks Green.

1.  Nothing to report at the present time. Mr Cabble had investigated the price of surfacing materials. There was some discussion about completing the work. People  with shovels would be a great help! The Proposal was that the sum of up to £200 be made available for the work on the footpath. The Resolution was Proposed Seconded and Approved
Initials………………………….Date…………….. Page No……………

6. Council Administration.


1. 

7. Financial Matters

1. The resolution was that the following payments be paid.

1. Mrs. S. Forbes. £55 for the printing of the Business Directory.

2. M. P. Eitzen £5 for the Land Registry search concerning the War Mmorial.

3. Mr Biggs Clerk half year salary in arrears. £.542
8. AOB   Nil
The meeting closed at 8.55 pm.
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