 Minutes of the meeting of Barton St David Parish Council held on 22 December 2008.

Present: Chairman Mr R Jarvis, Mr J B Lee, Mr G Berry, Mr S Cabble and Mr D Browne Mrs J Kerswell

Apologies: Mr C Chinnock

In Attendance: Mrs P Clarke Mr J Calvert

Public Present: 7

Minutes:

The Minutes having been previously distributed were taken as read. The Resolution was to “Approve” and was, Proposed, Seconded and Approved.

Matters Arising.

1. Three sites were at present under discussion by the various authorities with regard to suitability. Two were in Mill road and one in Main Street all  had been discussed at previous meetings of the Parish Council.

2. As a result of the recent heavy rains and flooding in various parts of the Parish the Chairman had visited the areas and had spoken to the inhabitants of the areas. Flooding in Mill Road and Tootle bridge area had resulted in sewage being deposited. The Chairman would contact all the authorities who had anything to do with water and sewage to try and determine how the two managed to join together. A report would be produced and sent to Mr Calvert,

3. The increasing parking of cars at the Barton Inn was causing concern but it was difficult to see a way out of the problem at the moment.

4. Mr Biggs the Clerk thanked all members of the Council and the Parish who had sent him communications of good will during his recent replacement of heart plumbing. He also thanked Mr Browne for his efforts in running ‘the shop’ while he was away.

Public Discussion

The Resolution that the meeting move to Open Session was Proposed and Seconded and Carried. The Resolution that the meeting return to Closed Session was Proposed and Seconded and Carried.

Mrs Powell of the PPAC reported that the final rep[ort was being produced and would be presented at a meeting with the Parish Council on the 10th of January. There would be a Public meeting on the 7th of February when the plan if approved by the Parish Council would be presented to the Public and any recommendations be presented. The winning ticket for submitting a completed survey form was Mr Cox. He had been paid the prize of £100.

Planning 

There were no new Planning applications.

Correspondence            

1. Request from Village Hall for financial support.  This letter still could not be discussed as the required number of Councillors who were not on the Village Hall Committee was not present. Efforts would be made to ensure that the three members were available in January.

2. Neighbourhood Watch Newsletter. Distributed

3.  Letter from Mendip. Interest only. Distributed

4. News letter from Yeovil District Hospital. Distributed

5.  Letter from SALC Joint Area Committees.

6. Letter SCC Vehicle Activated signs. Distributed for consultation

7. Copy Somerset Community Safety Newsletter.

8. Invitation Neighbourhoods Road Show.

9. Area East Bulletin. See para on Village Hall Grants. Passed to Village Hall Committee

10. Letter SSDC ‘Devolution of Services’ Survey

11. Refuse Collections Christmas and New Year. Noted

12. Minutes Standards Committee. Distributed

13. Letter SSDC ‘Flood Awareness’ Workshops.

14. Neighbourhood Newsletter.

15. Letter regarding ‘Freedom of Information Act’ See item 11

16. Letter SALC Note Para 1. See Financial matters

17. Rural Youth Letter. Distributed

18. Register of Electors  December 2008. Confidential retained by Clerk.

19.  Information from Mendip about housing.

20. Minutes on Area East Forum.

21.  Information on Mendip Mental Health Services. Distributed.

22.  Letter on ‘Partners and Communities Together’ Distributed.

23. Email on Rural Youth Project. Distributed and Village Hall Committee.

24. Draft plan for Rural Services. Distributed. 

Council Administration.

1. Freedom of Information Act.

The Clerk explained at some length of the new Freedom of Information Act that had to be adopted by the Parish Council with effect from the 1st January 2009. As the information had only been received two weeks ago, the recommendations by the Clerk should be studied during January and the matter discussed at the January meeting. There were certain items that the Parish Council had no information on and therefore could no supply them on request. It was proposed that the Parish Council procedures would be published on the Notice Board and on the Website.

2. Website.

The Clerk would consult with Mr Lee to establish a suitable method of presenting more information about the Parish Council on the Website.

3. The Clerk had received information from SALC that the Bank Guarantee by the Government on deposits in banks would not apply to Parish Councils. As the sums involved for Barton St David were small it did not seem possible to find an alternative place to deposit surplus finds that was any more secure. However the matter would be discussed in January and a decision made.

Financial matters

 It was Proposed that Mr Browne be paid £100 for the cheque that he made to Mr Cox (Item 3 above). The Resolution was Proposed, Seconded and Approved

Stocks Green.

It was thought that some trees in the area at the Cross Roads needed trimming and perhaps removal. Full account would be taken of the fact that as some of the trees were donated when the Green was first constructed.


A.O.B  Nil

The meeting closed at 9.10 pm.
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