
Minutes of the meeting of Barton St David Parish Council held on 24 Oct 2011

Present., Chairman Mr Jarvis., Mr Lee ., Mrs. J. Powel. Mrs. J. Kerswell., Mrs. G. Wilks.  Mr S. Cabble Mrs. C. Porter
In Attendance   .  Mr Calvert.  Mr Zouche  
Apologies for absence.  Nil
Declaration of Interest.   Mr Jarvis Rose Cottage Annex
Public. 9 of the public attended
Minutes.

The minutes for July having been distributed were taken as read after some minor alterations were made, and approved and signed. 

Matters Arising. 

Mr Zouch 

 Affordable Housing.  
The Chairman  gave a verbal report of his presentation to the Planning Meeting. The outcome of the meeting was that the Planning Application should be approved. Written Confirmation was awaited.
Chairman’s Statement to the below application that was read to the Parish Council meeting in November 2011

9th November 2011 - Planning Application 11/02608/FUL – Affordable Housing – Barton St  David  PC comments to SSDC Area East Committee

The Parish Council supports this application providing a satisfactory S106 agreement is in place and various other concerns are addressed. The Parish Council takes very seriously the expressions of concern thathave been raised by Parishioners and has addressed them with Raglan and their architects. Some details of the scheme are yet to be resolved and are still under discussion.  The PC notes that almost all the letters sent to SSDC Planning Department have agreed that there is a need for affordable homes in Barton St David.

Recent figures reveal the average wage of workers in the South West is under £20,000 a year. The average cost of a home is £240,000. It is becoming increasingly unrealistic for young professional working people to aspire to rent privately or to own their own home.

Three years ago an independent housing-needs survey was carried out in Barton St David by the Community Council for Somerset. The results indicated that 18 households, a figure still relevant today, living in or with close local connections to Barton, needed accommodation at an affordable rent in order to stay near their work or to fulfil family obligations or to establish their own homes.  Some Parishioners feel that too many houses have been proposed. The Parish Council supports the number of homes on the understanding that they will be allocated to those who demonstrate valid evidence of close local ties. A precise and detailed section 106 agreement is crucial to ensure this.

 For the Parish Council the aim of this project had always been to provide affordable homes specifically for those with close local ties who wish to live in and contribute to the future development of their home village. For this reason the Parish Council ask to be party to the drafting of the S106 agreement. It is important to note that the Parish Councillors take no part in the allocation of the properties and, because of this, decisions are totally impartial.

The PC has worked closely with Raglan Housing over the last two years to come up with the scheme that is before you today. Raglan have held consultation events with the village and have made alterations to the scheme accordingly. With this latest scheme, Raglan has addressed many of the Parish’s main concerns. As requested the vehicular access onto Mill Road has been removed. The layout of the site has been altered to accommodate more parking. The Community Garden has been reduced in size making it easier to maintain.

However, the hedge cannot remain. It is to be relocated to the back of the site so it will not be lost as an established hedgerow. With the hedge gone the Parish Council must work with Raglan to come up with a way to restrict parking on Mill Road. It must be stressed that the proposal to remove the hedge is causing serious concern to the immediate local residents, most of whom otherwise give the scheme their full backing. 

Other road safety issues are still a concern. We need assurances about the bus pull-in, the courtesy crossing and the imposition of a speed limit. The PC would also like to have an input when material and landscaping decisions are made. The PC is prepared to assume ownership of the Community Garden but request a commuted sum from Raglan for maintenance. 

I would like to thank Raglan’s architects for producing an imaginative and well thought out scheme. Finally, while we are all here together today, I seek assurances that the points raised by Barton St David Parish Council will be addressed

Rob Jarvis -  Chairman of Barton St David Parish Council.
Raglan the Housing Development Company would be holding a Meeting for all in the Parish Hall to discuss the Housing Application Process on the 8 Dec 2011.
Public Discussion.
Nothing to report on Footpaths.
Meeting returned to closed session.

Planning. The Council discussed Planning Application  11/04487 Annex Rose Cottage. This contained only minor changes to a previous application that had been passed for approval. The Resolution was that the application be recommended for approval. The Resolution was Proposed Seconded and Approved.
Correspondence
1. Letter & papers Draft Electoral Division proposals. Distributed

2. Papers for Precept 2012/13. The Precept was discussed at some length, in particular the sum to be asked for the Village Support fund. There were two resolutions the first to increase last years amount to £1200. This resolution did not find a Seconder, so the initial Resolution of keeping it the same as the previous year was Proposed Seconded and Approved. There was still a lack of information on how much the Parish Council may be asked for in the future to replace lost services. It was considered that the sum allowed for in the Parish Support Fund together with the amounts transferred from the surpluses in previous years would be a reasonable sum for the Parish to hold. All the remaining items were to remain as the same as the previous year £1000. Therefore the Precept asked for was £5300. This was Proposed Seconded and Approved. Clerk would make the appropriate request.
3.  Councils Direct Publication. Passed for distribution
4. Refuse Collection 2011/12. Noted
5. Email Salt for Roads. Chairman had collected a few Free bags from the Highways department.
6. Free Bulbs  (Clerk brief). No extra bulbs required this year.
7. Draft Core Strategy Meetings. Distributed  
Finance. Nil
Payment for Grass Cutting Cross Roads and Stocks Green. Mr Farrant. £88.35.

Recommended for Payment was Proposed Approved and Carried.

Payment for Poppy Wreath to the British Legion. 
Recommended for Payment was Proposed Seconded and Approved.
AOB    Nil
The Meeting closed at 9.25 pm
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