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Minutes of the meeting of Barton St. David Parish Council held on the 25 February 2008

Present  Chairman. Mr Jarvis, Messrs: Mr G. Berry, Mrs Kerswell. Mr. Cabble, Mr J. Lee. Mr. D. Browne, Mr. C. Chinnock

Apologies . Nil

In Attendance. Mrs P. Clarke. Mr J. Calvert., Mrs J. Powell (PPAC) Mr Clarke (Tree Warden)

Declaration of interests. Nil

Public present. 16

Minutes. 

The minutes having been previously distributed were taken as read. 

Matters arising.  
1. Low Cost Housing Survey. The Chairman outlined the progress that had been made so far. It was hoped to reach the final stage of the production of the survey in the very near future.

2. The Clerk gave a short report on the ‘Flooding’ seminar that he had attended. It had been made clear that Global Warming was not just a catch phrase that had been dreamed up but was actually going to affect people in their lifetime and certainly their children. The seminar covered the increasing risk of sea and river flooding. Maps were available suggesting possible flooding areas. (The clerk would try and produce a small map giving the possible extent of the flooding in this area. There was an increasing possibility of sudden increases in surface water that could affect low lying areas. The Clerk mentioned that he had been told that there were sandbags available for houses at risk. This was challenged by some house holders who had been told by the Environment Agency that they were not available. The Clerk would check on this problem. The Clerk distributed leaflets on flooding to members of the council.

3. The Clerk also gave a short report on the seminar on the ‘The Code of Conduct’. As this only affected the members of the Council he would give a fuller report at the conclusion of the meeting in March.

4. The Clerk read a report from Mr Bradshaw the Parish Paths Liaison Officer who was unable to attend the meeting.

1 I have just completed my checking walks along all of the parish footpaths

2 All seem to be clear and unobstructed for walkers to use.

3 Path  L4/13 – from Hurtle Pool to Silver street had overhanging willow trees. I made contact with the two farmers who were happy for me to cut them back a little. This has now been completed.

4 I have not received any complaints/ comments from the public, as yet.

5 Path number L4/26 – Grassy lane, from Brook Lane to Church Street  - receives lots of use and is extremely muddy. It is also used by horse riders.

6 Is there any way that a 10-ton load of scalpings could be acquired to spread along part of it ?  I would be willing to provide the labour.

7 I am working on a possible booklet of ten walks in and around Barton, ranging from 2 miles to 8 miles. Do you see any value in such a publication?

Phil Bradshaw.

The Parish Council thanked Mr. Bradshaw for his work and thought that the idea of the booklet and the ten walks a very good idea. It would give members of the Parish and walkers a good idea of what the Parish was like.

Proposed  Mr Browne. Seconded.  Mrs Kerswell.  That the meeting move to Public Discussion Carried.

Proposed. Mr Berry Seconded Mrs Kerswell. That the meeting return to closed session. Carried. 

Planning.  

1. PA 08/00407. Application for change of use of a Unit in Manor Farm from office to an appointment only Health and Beauty Salon. Council discussed the application and a picture of the officers was shown to members of the public. The arrangements of the offices were not visible from the road. There was some concerns about possibility of increased road traffic. It was Proposed Mr Chinnock Seconded Mr Lee that the application be recommended for approval. Carried. Mrs Kerswell abstained.
2. PA 08/00266 Manor House. Silver Street. Listed building. The application was for various alterations to the exterior and interior of the house. These were discussed and all presented minor alterations and subject to approval of Listed Building Consent the Council had no objections. Proposed Mr Lee Seconded Mr Berry that the application be approved subject to Listed Building Consent. Carried
3. PA 08/00472 Erection of Conservatory to rear of Froggatt House. The application also included some alterations to the garage that was within permitted development. Proposed Mr Berry Seconded Mrs Kerswell that the application be recommended for approval. Carried.
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4. Correspondence .

1. Letter South West Regional Development Agency ‘The Store’. Distributed. Copy already given to Sycamore Farm Shop.

2. Letter Mr David Gordon concerning Tree on Playing Field. Passed to Mr Browne for VH and Playing Field action.

3. Information on Standards Committee. Lengthy but interesting. Information for Clerk. Distributed

4. Letter Charity Fund ‘Leleka’. Homes needed for holiday visitors. Distributed.

5. Various extracts from reports Area East Committee. Budgets. Tree Preservation. Interesting information for Council. Distributed

6. Letter SSDC ‘Constructionline’. No great interest to Council but distributed

7. Copy of the ‘Playing Field’. Distributed

8. Email concerning Bulbs. Council confirmed Clerks decision to apply for spring bulbs.

9. Health Grant Schemes. Distributed

10. Letter SCC Local Access Forum. Distributed

11. Ansford School letter. Distributed

12. Information from SALC. Distributed

13. Pamphlet ‘ Local Council Update’. Distributed

14. Letter SSDC ‘Validation of Planning Applications’ . Distributed
15. Letter concerning old caravan by Box cottage making driving difficult on a narrow road and corner. The Clerk would investigate the matter.
16. Email on letter to ‘Save the Parish Councils’. Distributed.
Stocks Green. 

Grass cutting for the 2008 season. Chairman would contact a possible contact in the local area. Necessary requirements would that the contact should have Third Party Insurance. Frequency of grass cutting would then be discussed as well as the disposal of cut grass.

Financial  Report.  

1. Proposed Mr Berry . Seconded Mrs Kerswell that the Clerk be paid the balance of the yearly salary of £550.33. also a cheque to the Clerk for £30 for SALC courses that he had paid for. Carried.
PPAC  Mrs Powell submitted a report on progress.  
Report to the Parish Council from the Parish Plan Committee – 25th February 2008

The collated results of the initial survey were displayed in the Village Hall at the Open Morning on 2nd February. The event was attended by over 130 people who were asked to write comments and to place stickers on the three issues that most concern them. The Hall was busy and lively for the full two hours and people appreciated being able to talk to representatives from village organisations as well as to District and County Councillors. The Plan committee thank everyone who contributed to the success of the morning. Particular thanks are due to those who provided and served refreshments.

Everyone’s comments will be taken into consideration when the Plan committee devises the major survey.  Priority issues of concern were identified [not in any particular order]  

 The condition of roads, the speed of traffic, dangerous parking, lack of pavements and blocked drains leading to flooding.

Environmental issues, the recycling of cardboard and plastic, light pollution.

 Poor, slow broadband connection.

 The future of agriculture in the village and the sale of County Council land.

 Proposed sustainable housing development on agricultural land. Affordable homes needed for local people to buy or rent.

The current Local Plan defines the building line in the village. Some villagers made specific enquiries about how the next Local Plan will be devised. 

Initials.............................. Page No........................ Date........................

This is quite separate from the Parish Plan although Parish Plans will be taken into consideration in the emerging Local Development 

Framework. The current Local Plan runs until 2011 but consultation about the next one is about to begin. The Planning System is undergoing considerable change. Consultation with the public will be a significant feature and the Parish Council will keep us informed about new procedures.

Residents from all areas of the village were represented at the open morning but the Plan committee’s next priority is to find out the views of the youth of the village. If you are interested in helping with this please contact Nicky on 850200. Enquiries have been made about the Somerset Rural Youth Project. This organisation is experienced in working with young people and is prepared to run a scheme in Barton. 

The preliminary questionnaire identified a demand for more communication about what goes on in the village. The next Newsletter will contain more pages and it will continue to do so for as long as there is news to fill it!  Contributions are welcome.

A representative of SSDC attended the last Plan meeting. He advised about funding and about planning the survey which we will conduct in the autumn. The time scale for the production of the final report has been extended to spring 2009. 

Please note future events mentioned elsewhere in the Newsletter.

Any Other Business.

1. Nil.
Meeting closed at 9.45 pm.
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