 Minutes of the meeting of Barton St David Parish Council held on 26 January 2009.
Present: Chairman Mr R Jarvis, Mr J B Lee, Mr G Berry, Mr S Cabble and Mrs J Kerswell Mr C Chinnock
Apologies: Mr D Browne
In Attendance: Mrs P Clarke Mr J Calvert
Public Present: 11
Minutes:

1. The Minutes having been previously distributed were altered by the Chairman to read in Matters arising to: ‘Three sites were at present under discussion by the various authorities with regard to suitability. Two were in Mill road and one in Main Street all  had been discussed at previous meetings of the Parish Council.’ The Resolution was to approve. The Resolution was proposed Seconded and Approved.
Matters Arising.
1. Affordable Housing. It was hoped that at the February meeting the various agencies who were considering a possible site would be attending. The site in Main street seemed to be the front runner at the present time.
2. Flooding . The Chairman was still making enquiries about this matter and also about the escape of sewage at Plot Gate.

Public Discussion

The Resolution that the meeting move to Open Session was Proposed and Seconded and Carried. 

Mrs Powell of the PPAC reported that the Draft of the Parish Plan had been discussed in detail with the Parish Council. Slight amendments in the wording were made and after the Public meeting about the Plan had been completed the Final Plan would be presented to the Parish Council for approval. The actions that the Parish Council would take would be presented at a future Parish Council Meeting.  Mr Bradshaw sent his apologies for not attending but had left information that a footbridge at Hurtle Pool had been displaced by flooding. It had been reported.

The Resolution that the meeting return to Closed Session was Proposed and Seconded and Carried.
Planning 

1. Approval had been received for the application 08/04843 Solar collectors Church Farm.

2. Planning Application 09/00038 Alterations to House at Hill Farm. The Resolution was that this application be recommended for approval. The Resolution was Proposed, Seconded and Approved.

3. Planning Application 08/05242 6 Broadclose Way. Changes in windows. The Resolution was that this application be recommended for approval. The Resolution was Proposed, Seconded and Approved.

Correspondence            
1. Somerset Joint Strategy Needs Assessment SCC & NHS. Distributed

2. SSDC. Fuel Poverty. Distributed

3. Various letters on Affordable Housing. Read out by Chairman

4. Copy of ‘Clerks Direct’. Distributed

5. Letter from Barton Neighbour Hood Watch Co-ordinator. Letter sent to Police concerning arrangements for Police coverage in the area
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6. Letter ‘SAW’ Somerset art works. Distributed
7. Letter ‘ArtReach’ Events Distributed
8. Letter Events and Carnivals. Passed to V.H. Committee
9. Somerset Rural Youth Project Conference. Clerk would attend for Workshop on Finance.
10. Letter Playing Field Committee. Request from Village Hall for financial support.  There was a discussion on the use that would be made on any grant. Although the basic idea of the money set aside in the Precept was for assistance in maintain the Hall and Sports ground as it had not been used for this purpose in the present financial year. It was thought that a grant of £1000 towards the cost of a new tent for Carnival Day and other events would be appropriate. See under Financial Matters.
11. Letter Cricket Club. A letter requesting a donation had been made last month. The Parish Council had requested from the Cricket Club a copy of their accounts. This had now been received and studied. The Parish Council considered that as the Cricket Club was a regular feature and contributed by hire charges to the Village Hall and Playing Field a donation of £250 would be appropriate. See under financial matters.
12. Letter concerning Footpaths and County Website. This would be passed to Mr Bradshaw the Footpaths Officer for completion.
Information on Community Safety. Distributed. 
Stocks Green.

1. The trees on the Green at the cross roads had been inspected and it was considered that two trees at the present time were growing in a manner that would spoil the growth of the nearby trees. The Resolution was that the two trees should be removed. The Resolution was Proposed Seconded and Appoved.

Council Administration.

1. Freedom of Information Act.
The Clerk explained at some length of the new Freedom of Information Act that had to be adopted by the Parish Council with effect from the 1st January 2009. As the information had only been received two weeks ago, the recommendations by the Clerk should be studied during January and the matter discussed at the January meeting. There were certain items that the Parish Council had no information on and therefore could no supply them on request. It was proposed that the Parish Council procedures would be published on the Website. Adoption of the Act would be published on the Notice Board with information about the Act.
2. Website.

The Clerk would consult with Mr Lee to establish a suitable method of presenting more information about the Parish Council on the Website.

3. The Clerk had received information from SALC that the Bank Guarantee by the Government on deposits in banks would not apply to Parish Councils. As the sums involved for Barton St David were small it did not seem possible to find an alternative place to deposit surplus finds that was any more secure. However the matter would be discussed during January and a decision made at the next meeting..
Financial matters
1The Resolution was that the following donations be approved

Village & Village Hall £1000

Barton Cricket Club £250

The Resolution was Proposed, Seconded and Approved

3. The Resolution was that the following Payment be approved

M.J.Biggs Clerk Final part of annual salary £548.94

The Resolution was Proposed, Seconded and Approved

A.O.B  Nil
The meeting closed at 9.10 pm.
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