
Minutes of the meeting of Barton St. David Parish Council held on the 22 September 2008

Present  Chairman. Mr Jarvis, Messrs: Mr G. Berry, Mr. Cabble, Mr J. Lee., Mrs Kerswell Mr. D. Browne
Apologies . Mr. C. Chinnock
In Attendance. Mrs P. Clarke., Mr Calvert., Mrs J. Powell (PPAC), Mr P Bradshaw PPLO
Declaration of interests. Mr Jarvis Planning Application
Public present. 31
Minutes.
The minutes having been previously distributed were taken as read.   The Resolution was to ‘Approve’ and was, Proposed, Seconded and Approved

Matters arising.  
Affordable  Housing. 
 The Chairman gave a detailed report to the meeting concerning how the affordable housing project started; where it was now and how the Pariah Council would be involved in the future.

The Parish Council first started to consider affordable housing some two years ago when they were approached by village families in need of housing. The Parish Council were very aware that the lack of affordable housing is a national concern and it is its duty to address the problem and by taking the initiative it would have some control over the project.

The Parish Council asked the Community Council for Somerset Rural Housing enablers to conduct a housing needs survey on their behalf via the village newsletter. Everybody has been made aware of the results of the survey. “There are 18 Households in need of affordable housing in Barton St David”

This is a high need and all the residents comply with the local criteria set out by South Somerset District Council Local Plan, in other words they are village people not strangers.

On this evidence the Parish Council decided to proceed with the project.

The Parish Council will be included in exploring possible sites for houses but not in the final decision on where the houses will be built, this will be the down to the Housing Association and the planners.

The Parish Council and the public will be involved in the normal way when the planning application is received – it is not a foregone conclusion that the houses will be built.

The Parish Council will not be involved in or nor will they have any influence on the allocation of the houses.

The Parish Council has opinions on the factors that should be considered when the site is chosen.

1. The site should be close to the centre of the village.

2. There should be safe access to the site from the road. Preferably not from Main Street of High Lane.

3. Pedestrian access from the site should be as safe as possible – footpaths etc.

The Parish Council has been asked to suggest sites that could be suitable.

Firstly as all the applicants for housing have made a strong local connection the housing can be built on an exceptional site.

To be considered as an exceptional site the site has to adjoin the development boundary of the village. The offer of land from Mr Denning of Jarmany Hill, and Mrs Wines at the ‘Lorry Park’ cannot be considered.

Some 12 sites were considered. The ability to purchase any of these was not taken into account. The Community Council had independently produced a list which was the same as that of the Parish Council.
Each site was looked at first of all on the criteria required by the Parish and then if it was possible to purchase the land.

When all the sites had been looked at there were four that the Community Council and the Parish considered could be suitable. 

1. The field boarded by Main Street and Silver Street.

2. The northern end of the field boarded by Mill road and High Lane.

3. The Glebe land off Mill Road opposite the Park Lane turning.

4. Mill road next to Laurels Farm.

The locations of all sites are now with the planners and Highways Authority awaiting their comments.

Stocks Green has been suggested as a possible site. The Clerk read  out as the agreement the Parish Council had made with The County Council how when they purchased it in 1987 ruling out the possibility of this site. The Chairman had received seven letters from members of the public regarding one particular site – Main Street/Silver Street. The Chairman acknowledged each of the letters but asked that any future correspondence be sent to the Clerk so that it could be placed on the Agenda for discussion.

All the letters came to the same conclusion, mainly the volume of traffic and the congestion caused by parked vehicles due to the demise of the pub car park. It was pointed out that that this site was first considered as a possible means of parking for the pub hence helping to alleviate the problem.

Building on Agricultural land was another concern. It was pointed out that that most of the houses built in Barton, over the last 20 years been built on agricultural land..
Another concern highlighted the design of any houses that may be built in Barton with those that had been built in Kenton, It was pointed out that the Housing Association had a good record of building attractive houses and ones that fitted in with existing properties and recent building in Kenton had no relationship with the type that would be built in Barton.

The Chairman expressed many times that parish members would be kept fully informed of what was happening and would be able to voice opinions.
Clerks reports.

The Clerk had written to the Highways Department on three matters.

· The condition of the road in the vicinity of the Barton Inn. A reply had been received that the matter would be looked into. Markings had no appeared on the road surface which would indicate that something is to be done.

· The second matter was that of flooding during the recent heavy rain. All the culverts had been inspected and remedial work would be completed on clearing the gullies.

· Information had been received from Mendip Highways about the overhanging hedges on the road from Jarmany Hill to Butleigh. Efforts would be made to get the landowner to cut them back.

· The Clerk had made some preliminary enquiries about a light at the Bus shelter and from the information so far if a light was required it would have to be paid for by the Parish. He would endeavour to find out possible costing.

Public Discussion
The Resolution that the meeting move to Open Session was Proposed and Seconded and Carried.
The Resolution that the meeting return to Closed Session was Proposed and Seconded and Carried.

PPAC. Mrs Powell said that the survey would be distributed to all houses on the 13 Oct. They would be collected by members of the PPA Committee. April 2009 was the target date for the publication of the Plan.

PPLO. Mr Bradshaw gave information on his latest clearance project and all the Parish Footpaths were now passable. His efforts were much appreciated by the Council.

Planning.  
Mr Jarvis left the meeting as he had declared an interest and the Vice Chairman Mr J. Lee took the Chair.
PA 08/03425 Brimbles Blind Lane. The Resolution was that this application be recommended for approval. The resolution was Proposed, Seconded and Carried.
PA 08/04029 Unit 2 Manor Farm. The Resolution was that this application be recommended for approval. The resolution was Proposed, Seconded and Carried.

PA 08/03656 1 Broadclose Way. The Resolution was that this application be recommended for approval. The resolution was Proposed, Seconded and Carried.

Mr Jarvis returned to the meeting and took over as Chairman.

Mrs Kerswell left the meeting.
Correspondence .

1. Leaflet Somerset Local Transport Plan. Distributed

2. Letter SDC Parish Council Allowances 2008/9. No action, Parish Council does not pay allowances to members of the Council.
3. Cancer Awareness Month. Insert for Newsletter. Passed to Newsletter Editor
4. Clerks Direct Magazine. Distributed

5. Community policing awards. Distributed

6. Information from Mendip Housing. Parish no concerned but it was distributed

7. Driver Awareness Courses. There seemed to be an interest from the public. The Clerk would obtain more information.

8. Various papers from SALC. Distributed

9. Minutes of Standards Committee. Distributed

10. Email correspondence on flooding. See under Clerks report.

11. Grants for Community Groups. Passed to Village Hall.

12. Letter on affordable housing Mr Bradshaw. See under Affordable Housing. Distributed
13. Letter on affordable housing N. Wheeler. See under Affordable housing. Distributed
14. Letter SDC Area East Form. Invitation. Most of the Council would attend. Clerk would advise names to Area East
15. Community led Plans. Information. 3 copies. PPAC had a copy. Distributed
16. Somerset Area Public Transport Timetable. Noted
17. Yeovil District Hospital. Distributed
18. Email bulb planting (2000) help needed. Members of the Council and the Public expressed a desire to help. Three areas would be planted. The Village Green. Stocks Green and the Playing Field. There would be publicity about when and where to meet.
Stocks Green. 

Risk assessment would be completed as soon as the weather improved
Financial  Report.  

Nil 
 A.O.B. Nil     
The meeting closed at 9.35 pm
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