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Minutes of the meeting of Barton St. David Parish Council held on the 17 March 2008
Present  Chairman. Mr Jarvis, Messrs: Mr G. Berry, Mrs Kerswell. Mr. Cabble, Mr J. Lee. Mr. D. Browne, Mr. C. Chinnock
Apologies . Mr Calvert
In Attendance. Mrs P. Clarke., Mrs J. Powell (PPAC) Mr Clarke (Tree Warden).
Declaration of interests. Nil
Public present. 51
Minutes. 
The minutes having been previously distributed were taken as read.   Resolution to ‘Approve’ was, Proposed, Seconded and Approved
Matters arising.  
1. The Clerk gave further information obtained from the Management courses that he had attended.
Management of Paperwork. Paperwork was grouped under three headings  a. To be kept for short period (Three months)  b. Archive material (to be retained and eventually sent to Taunton when they had room) and c. Papers that could be reduced to salvage. (Planning applications came under this heading, (last three months would be retained and the rest reduced to salvage). Parish Council agreed that the Clerk should complete a survey of all Parish Council papers and deal with them accordingly.
2. With regard to the question on provision of sandbags 6 Bags were available from SSDC free, others available on payment.
3. Obstruction on corner of Silver Street. After many phone calls he had found that the Police were the agency to talk to but found that it had been reported to them already and that they had no powers as it was not on the highway.
4. There had been no communication from SCC concerning the land on Barton Road.
5. There were reports from Mr Crabbe and Mr Field from SCC concerning the sale of land at Laurel Farm. Main points:

a. All land was considered for alternative uses.

b. The rules of SCC had to be adhered to.
c. Part of the land would be retained for future use.

d. Part may be retained for Low Cost Housing. There were other SCC lands in the Parish that may also be available.

e. Information regarding the disposal was sent to all possible parties who may be interested.

f. The consultation process was proceeding and no decisions had been made at the present time.

g. Possible allocation for Essential Workers was mentioned. (Mrs Clarke would try to clarify this matter).

6. Low Cost Housing. Report by the Chairman.

a. Over 20 persons had indicated so far that they were interested.

b. The Survey would now be started to determine the type of housing to be built, Who would be entitled to apply, the method of payment (Discount Market Value, Affordable rented etc.). 
c. The plan would be subject to approval by the authorities and a full planning application made.

d. No firm decision had been made to where it should be situated this would be done after the survey had been completed. The intention would be to keep it somewhere near to the centre of the village and close to facilities such as Bus stop, Village Hall and Playing field, Telephone and the Barton Inn.

e. SCC had indicated that they would be prepared to consider an application for land to achieve this purpose

f. Public Money was available to fund the survey.

g. Letter from Mr J. Denning concerning the possibility of his field near Watercress Cottage being considered for Low Cost Housing. This matter would be considered when the Survey was complete. Clerk would write to Mr Denning explaining the situation.

Public Discussion. The Resolution that the meeting move to Open Session was Proposed and Seconded and Carried.
   The Resolution that the meeting return to Closed Session was Proposed and Seconded and Carried.
Planning.  
1. PA 08/0047 Erection of Conservatory to rear of Froggatt House. Amended application. The Resolution was that this application be recommended for approval, it was Proposed Seconded and Carried. 
2. PA07/05648 Church Farm. Approval of Planning Application had been received.

Correspondence .
1. Letter rescheduling of SSDC Annual Meeting. New dates noted. Mr Jarvis and Mr Browne would attend
2. Letter SSDC ‘Core Strategy’ Presentation workshop. Distributed

3. Copy of Somerset News. Available to all. Salvage

4. Email Mr Calvert. Noted

5. Affiliation Fee invoice SALC 2008/9. Deferred to April meeting

6. Letter B.st.D. Playing Field & Village Hall. New type Newsletter. Resolution. ‘Agree the extra cost.’ Proposed Seconded. Carried.

7. Letter ‘Post Watch’ Office closures.  Keinton was to close. Lydford  remained open. Distributed

8. Leaflet. Playground Management. To Village Hall Committee

9. Letter P. Farrant ref Grass Cutting. Noted. Clerk would contact possible contractors for quotes

10. Minutes of Standard Committee. Distributed

11. Area East Committee Meeting (Post Office closures and Strands of Regeneration). Distributed

12. Code of Conduct Training for Councillors. Dates Distributed

13. Leaflets from SSDC on Poster displays. Distributed to members of the Public. One retained for archives.
14. Letter received thanking Parish Council for input on ‘Pinch Points’.

15. Letter concerning Waste Partnership and new dates for collection including Holiday dates. Distributed to all households.
16. Information on regional Conference of NALC.

17. Leaflet on ‘Postwatch’

18. Minutes of Code of Conduct Standing Committee. Distributed.

Stocks Green. 
Note item 9 in Correspondence

Financial  Report.  
Nothing to report

PPAC  17th March 2008 – report to the Parish Council from the Parish Plan Committee

 The footpaths have all been walked by Phil Bradshaw. He has written up ten suggested walks of various lengths. Paul Itezen is creating a booklet and the Plan Committee is seeking funding to pay for this. Phil has also offered dates upon which he would be prepared to lead walks around the village and the Plan Committee will liaise with him to decide a suitable time. 

There are strong suggestions that the footpath that runs across fields from beside the Church to just above Peacock Hill House should be more clearly defined so that it is easily walk-able at all times of the year; also that it might be made suitable for cycling to diminish danger to walkers and cyclists who otherwise have to go around the hazardous Z bends at the bottom of Peacock Hill. 

The Plan Committee thanks Don Clarke for producing a scheme for trees on part of the land, described as ‘off Barton Road’, which is currently in the sieve process. The committee intends to discuss this in detail at their next meeting and also to ask the opinion of villagers. Another course of action may already have been determined for this land, which is part of the County Land Bank, and it may be retained for agricultural use at the moment.

The committee is pleased to report that the opinions of young people are now being actively sought The Somerset Rural Youth Project has agreed to run a scheme in Barton over the next few weeks and you may see their bus will parked near the Village Hall. The SRYP team is qualified and experienced. 
Their role is to find out about the concerns and needs of young people in rural communities and to suggest ways in which these may be addressed. This will assist the Plan Committee in defining action points in the Plan – some of these may be put into operation before the actual production of the Plan.

Documents relating to planning and development form an important source of research information for the Plan Committee. Some are readily available on the SSDC website – e.g. the ‘Statement of Community Involvement’ July 2007 which talks about the Local Development Framework [replacing the old system of Local Plans]. One of the key objectives is ‘to encourage continuous community involvement in the planning process --- by engaging in the planning process you will be able to help shape the environment, make a positive contribution for the future and help to ensure that the Council [SSDC] is aware of local issues --- by getting involved at an early stage problems and aspirations can be highlighted and addressed.’ The Parish Council will receive information about the process – may well already have done so – and the public are encouraged to attend all meetings to express their views. The Plan Committee will continue to take an active role in identifying the concerns and wishes of village residents in relation to planning and development.  

Janet Powell  
.
Tree Warden. Nothing to Report

Footpaths Officer.

Mr Bradshaw was unable to attend but submitted a report. The sign post at Hurtle Pool was incorrectly marked as a Bridle Way. This had led to Horse riders using the footpath. The Footpath Ranger had removed the post and replaced it with a correct one. Extra notices had been put in place confirming that it was not for horses. The project of a Footpath map for the Village was well underway and he hoped to present it to the Council at the next meeting.
Any Other Business.

1. Clerk would ask the Council to consider any changes needed to the Financial Regulations at the next meeting.
Meeting closed at 9.35 pm.
.

