25th November 2007

Report from Janet Powell to the Parish Council on the Barton Parish Plan

In October a leaflet was delivered to all households to publicise the parish plan.  This asked people to respond with a brief statement about the issues that are most significant to them and their families.  Committee members personally called to collect these responses and eventually 75 forms containing over 300 comments and suggestions were returned.  Many who did not fill in the form explained that they are happy with the status quo and they do not want the village to change.  The responses have been divided into categories and they are being collated so that they can be displayed at the open morning in February.

In order to create a plan we need first to identify what the village is like at the moment.  Committee members are intending to talk to individuals and groups about the activities that currently take place and to identify the strengths and weaknesses in the amenities available.  The initial survey suggests that some people would like more opportunities to meet others in an informal social setting.  We need to discover not only what people would like to happen but whether there are individuals who would volunteer to take responsibility for activities.  Could the existing organisations widen their activities or publicise them in a way that would draw in more people?  These enquiries are being made in a completely non-judgemental way and no criticism is intended of what takes place at the moment.  Funding may well be available for community activities.

It was evident from the survey that environmental issues cause enormous concern.  People are worried about the speed of traffic, the unacceptably large vehicles that make their way through the village and the fact that farming seems to be in decline.  Many mentioned that they do not want to see any increase in light pollution or street furniture.  It is generally felt that any housing development should be carefully controlled, appropriate and proportionate to the size of the village.  The possible sale on an unprecedented scale, of yet more County Council land could release many acres onto the open market with little control over its future use.  A strong parish plan should influence the District Council Planning Department when they consider planning applications.

Effective publicity and communication are crucial to the success of the plan.  Two events are being arranged and we hope that everyone will support them.  The first takes place on Saturday 2nd February from 10am in the village hall and this is to be an open exhibition of the results of our research so far.  Tea, coffee and cake will be available and we hope villagers will drop in to share their views with committee members and parish, county and district council representatives.  In April an evening event is planned and we would be grateful if people would lend photos, documents and artefacts to illustrate the history of the village.  We also want to collect photos or records of recent events for the final plan.

A domain name is reserved for Barton St David and a web-site is being created.

