Barton, Past, Present and Future – PPAC event - 10th and 11th May 2008

The purpose of the event was to bring people together in a sociable way to share information about the history of Barton St David and to look at current activities and influences on village life.  We also wanted to encourage people to give their views on how they would like to see the village develop in the future. People answered the questions which accompanied the exhibits and the replies are very useful in helping us to devise questions for the final questionnaire. Some interesting [and opposing] views were expressed - 
1. The future of County Council land off Barton Road
· ‘Make the land available for allotments’ or ‘use as a multi-recycling centre.’
· ‘Land should be sold at public auction because SCC needs to realise the funds. If the land became the responsibility of the Parish, this would result in higher council tax. This has happened with Stocks Green which is not a valued asset.’
· ‘Should be taken over by the PC as meadow or woodland with financial arrangements that mean it does not become a drain on the Parish.’ 
· ‘We should try to institute a change to the current SCC policy of selling off farm land. It should be made available to farmers to rent at the going rate.’

· ‘There is no shortage of takers to rent land.’

· ‘No local farmers would want to rent.’

· ‘The land should be put to good use for food.’

Most prevalent view from those who replied to these questions - use the land as an amenity for the village or let the fields to local farmers.

2. Environmental issues
· ‘Leave wider field margins to encourage wild life.’
· ‘Encourage walking and cycling, particularly for children.’

· ‘Publicise information to promote energy saving possibilities.’

· ‘Keep drains and cut-outs free of obstruction.’
· ‘Not only the lowest lying areas of the village are prone to flooding - run off is a serious problem in some higher areas.’

· ‘Make dog owners aware of the law in relation to fouling – bins would promote flies and smells.’ versus ‘Provide bins in the middle of the village.’
Doorstep recycling, advice on healthier lifestyles [not necessarily ‘obvious’ to everyone] and controlling the speed of traffic were mentioned the most.
3. Living accommodation
· ‘Build houses of different sizes on varying size plots with big plots available for those who like gardening.’
· ‘Few amenities and not enough local jobs make it difficult for families to live here.’
· ‘Ensure that any affordable homes remain low cost in the future – not like Park Close.’
· ‘Small development of affordable housing for local people is wanted, not a large development of which a third would be social housing.’
· ‘No developments which would significantly increase the number of cars going in and out every day.’
Majority of those who replied said yes to low cost homes for those with close local ties; several said ‘no further homes needed.’ Most ticked infilling, conversion or development on a small exception site.
As a result of these responses we will adjust the tick-box questions to avoid ambiguity in the final questionnaire – e.g. the words ‘reduce traffic’ and ‘infilling only’ will need to be reworded for clarity. The responses to the open questions will be used to help devise tick-box questions relevant to other sections. There does not seem to be much anxiety about low level crime but there is some concern about the security of isolated buildings. People had useful suggestions to make about the local environment and about activities for young people and these will be incorporated into the questionnaire. 
Over 130 people attended the weekend’s events and all seemed to be entertained and engrossed in the exhibits. The PPAC is very grateful to all those who provided displays and to those who organised and served the refreshments. Thanks to everyone who attended the event and contributed towards making it worthwhile.
