17th March 2008 – report to the Parish Council from the Parish Plan Committee

The footpaths have all been walked by Phil Bradshaw. He has written up ten suggested walks of various lengths. Paul Eitzen is creating a booklet and the Plan Committee is seeking funding to pay for this. Phil has also offered dates upon which he would be prepared to lead walks around the village and the Plan Committee will liaise with him to decide a suitable time. 

There are strong suggestions that the footpath that runs across fields from beside the Church to just above Peacock Hill House should be more clearly defined so that it is easily walk-able at all times of the year; also that it might be made suitable for cycling to diminish danger to walkers and cyclists who otherwise have to go around the hazardous Z bends at the bottom of Peacock Hill. 

The Plan Committee thanks Don Clarke for producing a scheme for trees on part of the land, described as ‘off Barton Road’, which is currently in the sieve process. The committee intends to discuss this in detail at their next meeting and also to ask the opinion of villagers. Another course of action may already have been determined for this land, which is part of the County Land Bank, and it may be retained for agricultural use at the moment.

The committee is pleased to report that the opinions of young people are now being actively sought The Somerset Rural Youth Project has agreed to run a scheme in Barton over the next few weeks and you may see their bus will parked near the Village Hall. The SRYP team is qualified and experienced. Their role is to find out about the concerns and needs of young people in rural communities and to suggest ways in which these may be addressed. This will assist the Plan Committee in defining action points in the Plan – some of these may be put into operation before the actual production of the Plan.

Documents relating to planning and development form an important source of research information for the Plan Committee. Some are readily available on the SSDC website – e.g. the ‘Statement of Community Involvement’ July 2007 which talks about the Local Development Framework [replacing the old system of Local Plans]. One of the key objectives is ‘to encourage continuous community involvement in the planning process --- by engaging in the planning process you will be able to help shape the environment, make a positive contribution for the future and help to ensure that the Council [SSDC] is aware of local issues --- by getting involved at an early stage problems and aspirations can be highlighted and addressed.’ The Parish Council will receive information about the process – may well already have done so – and the public are encouraged to attend all meetings to express their views. The Plan Committee will continue to take an active role in identifying the concerns and wishes of village residents in relation to planning and development.  

Janet Powell

