Report to the Parish Council from the Parish Plan Committee – 25th February 2008

The collated results of the initial survey were displayed in the Village Hall at the Open Morning on 2nd February. The event was attended by over 130 people who were asked to write comments and to place stickers on the three issues that most concern them. The Hall was busy and lively for the full two hours and people appreciated being able to talk to representatives from village organisations as well as to District and County Councillors. The Plan committee thank everyone who contributed to the success of the morning. Particular thanks are due to those who provided and served refreshments.

Everyone’s comments will be taken into consideration when the Plan committee devises the major survey.  Priority issues of concern were identified [not in any particular order]  

1. The condition of roads, the speed of traffic, dangerous parking, lack of pavements and blocked drains leading to flooding.

2. Environmental issues, the recycling of cardboard and plastic, light pollution.

3. Poor, slow broadband connection.

4. The future of agriculture in the village and the sale of County Council land.

5. Proposed sustainable housing development on agricultural land. Affordable homes needed for local people to buy or rent.

The current Local Plan defines the building line in the village. Some villagers made specific enquiries about how the next Local Plan will be devised. This is quite separate from the Parish Plan although Parish Plans will be taken into consideration in the emerging Local Development Framework. The current Local Plan runs until 2011 but consultation about the next one is about to begin. The Planning System is undergoing considerable change. Consultation with the public will be a significant feature and the Parish Council will keep us informed about new procedures.

Residents from all areas of the village were represented at the open morning but the Plan committee’s next priority is to find out the views of the youth of the village. If you are interested in helping with this please contact Nicky on 850200. Enquiries have been made about the Somerset Rural Youth Project. This organisation is experienced in working with young people and is prepared to run a scheme in Barton. 

The preliminary questionnaire identified a demand for more communication about what goes on in the village. The next Newsletter will contain more pages and it will continue to do so for as long as there is news to fill it!  Contributions are welcome.

A representative of SSDC attended the last Plan meeting. He advised about funding and about planning the survey which we will conduct in the autumn. The time scale for the production of the final report has been extended to spring 2009. 

