July/August 2008 – Report from the Parish Plan Advisory Committee to Barton St David Parish Council
The PPAC continues to meet regularly and is making progress, in line with the programme set out earlier this summer, towards publishing ghe Parish Plan early next year.

The third draft of the questionnaire will be completed this week and it will be trialled with members of the public. Several people have volunteered to take part in this process and they have already been invited to a meeting on Saturday 6th September at 10.30 am in the Village Hall. Anyone else who would like to come will be welcome – please contact any member of the Committee so we know how many to expect.  The event will be informal. We seek your opinion about the format of the questionnaire and the categories of questions and no-one will be expected to give answers to the questions at this stage.

The PPAC was formed to advise the Parish Council and we would particularly like Councillors to attend the meeting if they are able. Otherwise, I would be happy to spend time after the next Parish Council meeting to familiarise the Councillors with the questionnaire.

As you know, we have been following a research process agreed in the early days of the Committee’s existence and the questions have emerged from 10 months of public consultation. We have ensured that they address issues directly raised by residents of Barton. A data-base is being independently devised for the collection and analysis of the responses to the questionnaire.

The questionnaire will be launched at the Harvest Supper on 10th October. It will be distributed to all households immediately afterwards. By mid-November, the completed forms will be collected personally by Committee members and placed into unmarked envelopes. The confidentiality of all responses will be guarded carefully. 

A point of view has been expressed that this is a quiet village, people do not want change and so questions do not need to be asked. PPAC members listened carefully to this point of view and then decided that they should continue to do the job asked of them by the Parish Council. Some villagers, particularly those who have lived here for many years, would like to see Barton ‘remain the same’ but it is impossible to ignore the fact that change will continue to roll on at an accelerating rate. A Parish Plan, based on valid research evidence, will give Barton a voice in decision-making processes at District and County level. Meanwhile, the public should exercise vigilance about proposals which may be put into action before the Plan is published. If necessary, Villagers should take their comments and concerns either verbally or in writing directly to the Parish Council.

